A BRIEF HISTORY OF FIRST SECOND

by Mark Siegel,

Editorial Director, May 2008

WHEN WAS IT?7 BACK (N '03 | RECKON. | WAS A LOWLY DESIGNER WORKING HARD FOR A BIG PUBLISHER,
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N FER THE LAST TIME,
&Y  QUIT YER DANG DAYDREAMIN/

N ABOUT THOSE BLASTED

Y GRAPHICAL NARRATIVES"

N AND GIT BACK TO WORK !

THEM PITCHER~
BOOKS AN'T DESIGNIN'
THEIRSELNES !

.. DID THAT FELLER MEAN
“GRAPHIC NOVELS"? .. THEM
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTS ARE

ALL THE RAGE (N THE CATY—

—WHY, PERHAPS YOU AND 1

OUGHT TO POW-WOW.

THE DASHING FELLOW WAS JOHN SARGENT, WHO
INTRODUCED ME TO SOME ADVENTURESOME
DUDES AT THEMACMILLAN FARMS...

« SIMON BOUGHTON, OF ROARING BROOK PRESS,
AND JOHN STERLING, OF THE HENRY HOLT GANG.

(T ALL HAPPENED OVER TWO BREAKFASTS, OUTSIDE GRAND CENTRAL STATION, NEW YORK CITY,
DURING THE FIRST OF THESE BREAKFASTS 1 BABBLED ON ABOUT MY DAYDREAMS....
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~AND ON THE SECOND BREAKFAST...

WE'D LIKE TO
OFFER YOU
YOUR OWN
IMPRINT,,.

SO, IF1TUNDER -
STAND RIGHT, YOU
DON'T WANT TO

RUN A BUSINESS,
RIGHT ?

MOSTLY, SIMON WAS YERY QUIET. |WONDER WHAT HE
MUST HAVE BEEN THINKING,..

GREAT. NDWHO'S

GONNA GET STUCK
DOING THAT ?
FOR THE FIRST SIX . SAR . C, . DEREK KIRK
MONTHS ON THE \?AROAN«.. ' Ji%ESILf.. Klﬁ/\ﬁ-K R
JOB, 1 WENT CHASING

AFTER ALL MY
FAYORITE AUTHORS....
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I HAD MUCH TO LEARN, AND SIMDN
PATIENTLY INSTILED IN ME THE
PRECEPTS OF GOOD PUBLISHING.

MEANWHILE, | WAS BUSIER
THAN EVER WITH NEW
PROJECTS...
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LATE AND =
OVER-BUDGET

YO, MARK, DID
YOVu LOOK AT
GENE's BOOK ?

LAVREN WOHL, OUR
MARKETING DIRECTOR,
INTRODUCED ME TO SOME
OF HER FRIENDS....

« THE COOLEST
AMONG THEM?

(UUST SOME OF) THE TEEN LIBRARIANS WHO KICK ASS :

28/ DON'T YOU

FRANCISCA
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JENNIFER
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MICHELE
GORMAN

e T

UM, MARK,m
YOU READ THAT

"AMERICAN BORN
CHINESE" YET ?

SOME ADULT LIBRARIANS
ARE CAYCHING UP TO THE
FACT GRAPHIC NOVELS

« DITTO WITH
INDEPENDENT

THEY'RE AMONG
THE GREATEST
CHAMPIONS FOR BOOKSELLERS, WHO

HIGH QUALITY ARE YHE VITAL ARTFORM ARE EMPTYING OUT GEYTING YERY 5
GRAPHIC NOVELS OF BUR TIMES - THAT ‘COMPUTER EXCITED..\ /
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THEN CAME OUR FIRST SUCCESSES. FIRST SECOND BOOKS WERE
SUDDENLY SHOWERED WITH STAR REVIEWS...

OH, BUT ALONGSIDE THAT...

E ‘ WiLL YOU JUST

A FULL SPREAD FROM
‘“THE PROFESSOR'S
DAUGHTER" EVEN
APPEARED IN OPRANH'S
‘O"'MAGAZINE |

READ THE GOM#Q
"AMERICAN BORN
CHINESE" PROPOSAL
ALREADY /7




GENE YANG'S "AMERICAN BORN " .
CHINESE" WON UNPRECEDENTED SENE G BEFORE.. GENE YANG AFTER
UTERARY AWARDS .
I'M STAPLING, I'M IN A TUX AT
PHOTO-COPYING THE NATIONAL
- Printz Award Winner AND SELLING MY BOOK AWARD #7Z2°
OWN COMICS. DINNER. =
«National Book g~
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£\ bed
- Eisner Award for 3\ W s
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.. HAS GENE CHANGED ? D

THE FIRST SECOND DREAM IS NOW BECOMING A REALITY, WITH A COLLECTION OF GEMS THAT RANGE ...

. FROM A DARING,
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COLONY ... HTLE —FROM AN TERATURE.
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CREATORS TODAY...
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WHY 1S OUR LIST (AND GRAPHIC LITERATURE GENERALLY) SO CRAZY DIVERSE ? AND ME,
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WEBSITE UNDER BookS(utk " RECOMMENDED
RESOURCESY THERE'S Al TITLES (N FOVR
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CALLED “STARTING OR CAYEGORIES AtD
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NOVEL AVSLE.' So OFTEN.
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